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Fer the Promiſe that be ſhould be the Heir of the World, vas not to * 
dam, or to his Seed througa the Law, but through the Righteouſneſs of 
25 r ö Rom. iv, 13. 
1 pray not for the World, but for them which Thou haſt given me, for 

They are Thine. Jeux, xvii. 9. 
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To the Strangers scattered at Honie and Abroad, 
through Grantbam, Sleaford, | 
 Bellingborough, &c. 

* Beloved Friends and Compapions in 18 | | 5 5 
the Path of Tribulation, e engt gence ſens 

CCORDING to your requeſt I have committed 

1 the following Diſcourſe to the preſs, making no 

apology for its imperfections and defects in the eyes of 

e world, knowing well that blind reaſon can be no judge 

of divinity, and reaſon is all that the world have to judge 

by, and all they have ts. Ano by; but the world by their 


wiſdom know not God,” and, if ſo; they can know no- 


thing that comes from him; fo far from it, that * the 


things of the ſpirit of God are fooliſhneſs unto them, 


neither-can they know them, becauſe they are ſpiritually 
diſcerned:” therefore, it would be the height of folly and 


madneſs, to fubmit the judgment of God to their judg- 


ment; the wiſdom of God, which is “in a myſtery,” to 
their wiſdom, which is only fooliſhneſs at beft; the in- 
ſtruction of God, which is powerful, and with a ſtrong 
hand, and therefore ſure and certain, to their's, which is 


&« weak through the fleſh,” and therefore unſtable, fluc- 
tuating, and never at a point; ſo “ driven about with 


every wind of doctrine,“ every © wandering ſtar,” every 
empty „cloud without rain,” © every raging wave” 

boaſting of a falſe gift; and he that * boaſteth' of a falſe 
gift,” whilſt deſtitute of grace, “ is like clouds and wind 


without rain;”” and he“ who obſerves theſe clouds ſhall 
never ſow” to the ſpirit, and he “ that regards theſe - - 
winds ſhall never reap” and gather fruit unto eternal 


life. Then what comes of all thoſe who are driven about 
with _ jo here! and lo there!” as changeable as the 
wind? The Apoſtle tells us, that if the heart be not 
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© eſtabliſhed with grace ” that they © wreſt the ſcriptures 
to their own deſtruCtion:” but where the ſpirit of grace is, 
he teaches not at uncertaintyz not, lo here! one time, and 
and lo there] the next; but with a powerful impreſſion, 

ſo that his inſtructions are as © nails faſtened in a ſure 
place,” and his ſayings ſink deep into the heart and there 
abide for ever; not on tables of ſtone, much leſs on leaves 
of paper, but on the “ fleſhly tables of the heart; written 
not with pen and ink, but by the Spirit of the living God,” 
who © gives all ſcripture by inſpiration,” upon this table; 
and then brings the writing within to that which is with- 
out, and diſcovers both to agree in ſum and ſubſtance: 
and that is the . wiſdom which the Holy Ghoſt teacheth, 
comparing ſpiritual _—_ ſpiritual.” And when 
this 1s done, the ſoul is fixed by the teſtimony it has re- 
ceived, © and the teſtimony of Jeſus is the ſpirit of pro- 
phecy;” the ſubſtance of which is Chriſt, © for unto him 
gave all the Prophets witneſs;” and the Spirit's teſtimony. 
of him, by prophecy in the heart, whether in the law or 
goſpel, bears witneſs of him: if in the law, it gives the 
* knowledge. of fin” and unrighteouſneſs, which is a 
e ſchoolmaſter,” and teaches the knowledge of ſelf being 
loſt; and then the © righteouſneſs of God without the 

law is manifeſted, being witneſſed by the law and the 
Prophets, even * TA of God, which is re- 
ceived by faith of Jeſus Chriſt:“ and as faith receives 
ftom him it works by love unto him, then all hope centres 
in him; and is there“ as an anchor of the ſoul, ſure and 
ſtedfaſt, which keeps the veſſel of mercy firm and fixed 
in him, and with him, amidſt every ſtorm and tempeſt 
from Sinai—every blaſt and hurricane from Satan's rage 
every wave and ſurge from the'troubled ſea of cor- 
ruption—every billow, ſwelling tumult, and whirlpool 
of aſſliction - every raging wave, ſtormy wind, and out- 
rageous commotion of, blaſting error from hypocrites in 
Zion, wolves in ſheep's cloathing, miniſters of Satan as 
angels of light, liars, deceivers, apoſtates, and heretics, 
all“ going about as roaring lions ſeeking whom they may 
devour;“ whom *refilt ſtedfaſtly in the faith” And as it 
was by faith that John the Baptiſt ſtood amongſt © a gene - 
ration of vipers,” not as a © reed ſhaken with the wind, 
but. as a prophet of God; not as * cloathed in ſoft rai- 
ment,” with a ſmooth tongue to ſooth preſumptuous _—_ 
ut 
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but with a girdle of leather to brace up the loins of his 
mind, and à ſharp two-edged ſword” in his mouth to 
cut down the religion of nature, as an “ axe laid to the 
root of a tree” not as a wandering ſtar leading to every 
point in the heavens, and at laſt going out in obſcure 
darkneſs, but as a“ burning and ſhining light,” ſbining 
in the rays of God's countenance: ſo it is by Faith alone 
that 1 have hitherto had every motion of ſpiritual life, 
ſtrength, power, comfort, expectation, and victory. It 
was faith which firſt diſcovered to me Chriſt as a ſurety, 
and as my ſurety, and the * end of the law for tighteouſ- 
neſs” to me, when ſinking in the © horrible pit” of ſelf- 
deſpair, wallowing in the miry clay of original corrup- 
tion, laſhed by a guilty conſcience, condemned by a 
broken law, burdened by a load of fin and wrath almoſt 
inſupportable, the judgment-ſeat in view, an angry God 
as a juſt judge fitting on it, death ready to ſtrike and 
| Juſtice to take vengeance, eternal deſtruction opening wide 
its gates, the heavens braſs” above and “earth iron“ 
below, no hope of mercy, nor no thought of forgiveneſs, 
without a price of works being brought. But“ that a 
man is not juſtified by works is evident, for the juſt ſhall 
live by faith;“ and * faith is not of works” (and ſo I 
found it), “but it is of grace;” and grace comes in, and by 
promiſe; and *©the promiſeis ſure to all the ſpiritual ſeed;® 
and ſo I found it ſure to me, after every effort of my own 
failed. © This is a faichful faying, and worthy of all ac- 
ceptation, that Chriſt Jeſus came into the world to ſave 
ſinners, of whom 1 am the chief?” this wasthe firſt promiſe 
my faith received; «but the grace of our Lord Jeſus 
- Chriſt was exceeding abundant”. in it, and “ abounded 
where ſin abounded,” and brought the everlaſting love of 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, into my heart; which 
caſt out ſin and ſorrow, guilt, wrath, fear, terror, torment, 
death, hell, and deſtruclion; and © Satan fell like light- 
ning from heaven:” then, inſtead of a judgment-ſcat, 

there appeared a throne of grace, with a © new and living 
wy unto it: inſtead of an angry judge frowning with a 
forbidding countenance, there appeared a reconciled 
Father ſhining forth with viſible rays of everlaſting light 
ein the face of Jeſus Chriſt:” inſtead of juſtice and judg- 
ment, with threats and conviction, in a broken law, ready 
to lay hold on the guilty criminal, there was © mercy and 


truth 


C'S 10 


truth meeting together, righteouſneſs and peace kiſſing - 
each other,” juſtice ſatisfied, the law © magnified,” grace 
poured out, loving kindneſs, free favour, a full propitia- 
tion for fin, good will, and eternal affection, all meeting 
and centring together in “ the lamb of God ſlain from 
the foundation of the world,” ſet forth before the eyes of 
my faith crucified for me, as * all my ſalvation,” and was 
« all my defirez” and as he loved me much, faith wrought 
by love, and loved him much; brought my ſoul this 
feet, ſaying, Lord why me? poured the oil of gratitude 
upon his head, bathed fis feet with tears, and wiped them 
again with ſelf-abhorrence and unworthineſs, whilſt 
prayer and praiſe kept ſpringing up, and all was loſt in 
Jove and wonder; all behind was a dream, and all before 
was an eternal duration of never-failing pleaſure; the 
world was a blank, time was a ſpan, felf was crucified, 
fin appeared gone for ever, and the devil appeared dead. 
But, being then * but a child, I thought as a child,” but 
hen I grew up to be a man, then childiſh things were put 
away, and with them the milk of the word, Zion's 
% beaſts of-confolation,” with all her little toys for chil- 
dren: ſo that inſtead of play and ſport, hard labour be- 
tween © fleſh and ſpirit” began; inſtead of milk, a dry 
breaſt; inſtead of comfort, the croſs; inſtead of a propi- 
tious father and his ſmiling face, acommanding maſter and 
an angry countenance; inſtead of acceſs to him in prayer, 
and Morey in it as a privilege—a ſenſible diſtance, a hard 
heart and fettered rongue—no pleaſure in it, no freedom, 
no anſwers, no patience to wait, no lively hopes, no love 
tokens, no viſits, no ſigns, no wonders, “ nor any to ſay 
how long :” theſe withheld from without, wrought within 
- enmity, rebellion, bitterneſs, ſtrife, envy, jealouſy, diſ- 
eontent; and theſe wrought wrath, fear, doubts, and un- 
belief; until miſerable concluſions were drawn againſt 
all. former experience, hard thoughts were harboured 

againſt God until he appeared as an enemy; © but when 
they rebelled and vexed bis holy ſpirit, he was turned to 
be their enemy.“ And this is the caſe whenever the ſoul 
gets under the cloud, or the law, to this day; through 
that he is an angry God ſtill, and ſo I have found him 
times and ways without number. But it is by theſe things 
« the iniquities of Jacob are purged,” and this is all the 


fruit 10 take away his ſin.” Not that the law takes 
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away fin; no, that it never ean do; but it is a furnace 


that is continuall ing the droſs of pride, hypocriſy, 
and error, with The rocks of the fleſh and Dern, 22 
the works of faith, that ** faith may be as gold tried in the 
fire; and the more it is tried, the more it diſcovers theſe 
fins; and the more fin is diſcovered, the more the ſoul 
comes to God as a ſinner; and the more precious is the 
Saviour, the more defirable is his ſalvation, the greater is 


the worth of it, and the deeper is the myſtery of it, which 


« roots it and it” ſtronger and ſtronger in the 
heart; and as it roots, the greater is the myſtery of it to 
reaſon; and that confounds and baffles reaſon, and brings 
it in as a fool; and then the“ wiſdom of God in a 
myſtery” is more and more needed: and ( if any man 
lack wiſdom, let him aſk of God,” who giveth liberally 


to all who are ſenſible fools for Chriſt's fake: and when 


God's wiſdom comes, it riſes out of ignorance and con- 
fuſion, brings © darkneſs to light,” and a ſweet harmony 
within and without then takes place, where before nothing 
but waſting, diſorder, irregularity, blindneſs, gloomineſs, 
and ſhadows of death reigned; out of-theſe life, light, 
and © immortality is brought to light by the goſpel,” 
which is the power of se calling thoſe things 
which are not as though they were:“ and this I have 
found to be his way and dealing with me, leſs or more 


ever fince-I knew bim, which proves the whole of his. 


ſalvation to be © not of works, but of him that calleth;” 
not by might or ſtrength of man, but by his own 
ſpirit; ©* not of him that willeth, nor of him that run- 
neth —for the race is not to the ſwift, nor the battle to 
the ſtrong, nor wiſdom to the wiſe but it is God that 
<« theweth mercy upon whom he will and when he will: 
«I will work and none ſhall let, is his language through- 
out the whole new coyenant: ſo that not one motion to- 
wards him—not one token of his favour—not one glimpſe 
of his face - not one prayer put up, or anſwer granted— 


no reviving or refreſhing ſeaſons—no ſtrength or confi- 


dence—no , , or expectation— no promiſe a 
ied or fulfilled, — 7 . will and you ſhall — 
before it; and all this is, that * no fleſh might glory in his 
_ preſence.” But before the fleſh will or can ceaſe from 
glorying, heavy hand is laid _ it, with deſtruQtion 
from every quarter; and then the very things which it 
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glories in, under the Spifit's operations work to deſtroy it; 
and the principal things wherein it glories are all com- 
hended in the law of the members, which is ſelf- 
ve, or love. to fin, and that operates in every kind of 
way; but the © ſpirit luſts” againſt it; which two make a 
croſs and a trouble; and that keeps killing the old man, 
purges the branch, and empties of ſelf; mortifies pride and 
deſtroys the fleſh, with all the motions and workings of 
the Devil, however good they may appear. Under this 
erucifiction there is hard labour, fore trouble, great 
affliction, and deſperate rebellion; whilſt the = fleſh is 
warring againſt the ſpirit” in the mind; and this tends 
to bring down its ſtrength, confound its prudence, cuts 
its hope, mars its judgment, bewilders its light and 
knowledge, ſtupifies its diſcernment, deadens its affec- 
tions, and cuts of its arm of free-will, until all things 
become impoſſible unto it: no more hope from man, no 
refuge in any creature, no way for help but from God: 
prayer then operates, cuts its way to him “ with whom 
all things are poſſible, and who “ chuſes thoſe things 
which are not as though they were, and brings them 
into exiſtence contrary to all human appearance, and in a 
way perhaps never thought of. So that out of the greateſt 
ſenſible weakneſs I have © waxed ſtrong; out of the 
deepeſt darkneſs and confuſion have got many a ſermon, 
when the bible has been a ſealed book; out of bonds and 
affliction, have got freedom, liberty, and enlargement to 
ſpeak for an hour, where, perhaps, before expected to be 
dumb, and a man in whoſe mouth was no reproof: 
when filled full of trouble, like a bottle ready to burſt,” 
have got all the water turned into wine;?” and inſtead of 
2 * heavy heart, ready to periſh,” have “eat and drank, 
and remembered the miſery no more:”—when weighed. 
down by the fear of man, and afraid to lift up my face or 
appear before them, have been emboldened by the Spirit 
of the Lord and of judgment to declare unto the Houſe of 
Iſrael their fins,” without fear either of man or devil: 
when hypocriſy and natural affections have wrought with 
temptations for to palliate the truth, blunt the edge of 
faithfulneſs, nurſe pride, and pleaſe man, by wrapping up 
all in a cloak of univerfal charity; then a ſpirit of zeal 
for God has come and rent the Devil's cloak from top to 
bottom, © ſeparated the vile tares from the © 3 
i wheat, 
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wheat, caſt the firſt into the fire < in bundles to burn, 
and gathered the other into the Lord's barn. Have ſome-. 
times toiled all night and day too, in the ſcriptures, for a 
ſermon, and after all have © taken-nothing,”” but been 
further off than at firſt beginning; and when outward. 
appearances and faith have both failed, and * all hope of 
being ſaved was taken away, then a ray of light has 
come from the throne, and darted through' the heart like 
lightning; the nets been let down, and a great quantity of 
matter, ke a * multitude of fiſhes,” has been brought up 
from the bottom of the ſeaz but how they came there, or 
in what way, all the learned of this world could never 
deſcribe; but there I have found them, and have made a 
good feaſt of them, not only for myſelf, but my friends, 
te the poor, the halt, lame, and blind;” and fragments left 
over and above have filled more © baſkets than all the 
feaſt did at the beginning. So that it is plain man does 
not live by bread alone, but by every word proceeding 
from the mouth of God doth man live:“ and this is his 
word —“ he took the loaves, and lifted up his eyes to 
heaven, and bleſſed them, and gave to his Diſciples:” 
then it is the © bleſſing of God that maketh full, as well 
as * rich;“ and his bleſſing has come to me when nothing 
but the curſe, and fruits of it, has been raging in my heart. 
« Peace! be ſtill! ” has had the ſame effect on it as it had 
upon the lake of Tiberias. Then, Simon, ſon of Jonas, 
whom ſay ye that I am?” has conſtrained me to ſay, 
&« thou art Chriſt, the Son of God. Then, © blefſed art 
thou, Simon — — for fleſh and blood hath not revealed 
this unto thee, but the Spirit of my Father, which is in 
heaven; and the ſame Spirit that reveals him as Lord and 
Chriſt, to him in every time of trouble, and makes 
interceſſion for us with groanings, which cannot be utter- 
ed,” eſpecially when loaded with heavy burdens, oppreſſed 
by a ſpirit of bondage, afflicted by a heavy croſs, tor- 
mented by an arch-deceiving adverſary, all friends ſtand- 
ing aloof: * refuge failed me: then cried 1 unto the 
Lord;” and ſometimes he has exerciſed patience to the 
laſt moment, and then come; ſometimes he comes im- 
— ſo that when I call * he anſwers, and when 
yet ſpeaking he hears,” and draws near, ſaying “fear 
not; takes off the burden, looſes the captive, breaks the 
chains, comforts the heart, melts the affections, leaves no 


room 
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toom for doubt, but ſays, it is I, be not afraid. Theſe 
yarious trials and deliverances, afflictions and 'conſoia- 
tions, caſtings down and liftings up, adverſity and proſ- 
perity, work together for m inſtrudtion and the life 
of my * ſpirit;! and what I feel within I ſpeak without: 
then “out of the abundance. of the heart the mouth 
ſpeaketh, and brings forth things new and ald; and 
not yea and nay;“ or one thing to pleaſe this per- 
fon, and another thing to pleaſe another like the letter 
preachers or “ ſcribes of the law,” who * become all 
things to all men in this reſpect, that they may gain 
their affeQions:—but the word taught from God's 
mouth is not “yea and nay,” but yea, and yea and 
amen, to the Glory of God,” from beginning to end. So, 
then, we ſpeak as we feel, and as the Spirit gives us 
utterance; and then “we are not as many, who cor- 
rupt the word,” and walk in craftineſs, and handle it 
deceitfully,” to pleaſe men and play upon their natural 
feelings; © but by a manifeſtation of the truth commend 
ourſelves to every man's conſcience, as in the fight of 
God; and then it “ becomes a favour of life unto life in 
ſome, and a favour of death unto death in others. And 
this is never done without «© ſharpneſs being uſed 
« fon of man I have made thee a ſharp threſhing inſtru- 
ment, having teeth; and the“ word Js {harper than any 
two- edged ſword; and it is for handling this fword 
faitbfully that I have procured ſo many adverſaries; and 
they ſeem daily to increaſe, and daily to be more power- 
ful; andthe nearet they come the kingdom of heaven 
without being im it, the more enraged are they againſt it, 
So that it is plain chat “ publicans and harlots are 
-nearer it, in God's ſight, than they; for: publicans ard 
'harlots fin againſt themſelves, and oppoſe and perſecute 
religion only, fo that Satan's religion in the world ſuffers 
by them the ſame as Chriſt's; but Phariſees, ho are rich 
and full of faith, hope, blind zeal, pride, hypocriſy, lyiug 
ſigns, bundles of counterfeit experience, falfe confidence, 
great gifts, good diſpoſitions, natural qualifications, a form 
of godlineſs, and an unblameable and unimpeachable 
- Charater—ſuch © would, if it were poſſible, deceive the 
elect;“ but as the ſpirit of Chriſt is wanting in them, 
they cannot deceive them long: and then, when found 
out and detected, the greateſt friends become the worſt 
Nes enemies, 
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enemies, the moſt hardened and deſperate 8 
the moſt bitter and ſharpeſt. ſwords againſt the r of. 
godlineſs, the ſtrongeſt oppoſers and reſiſters of God in 
the ſoulz and their. words are ſenſibly felt to be like 
« ſharp razors working deceitfully;”* whetted with All 
the venom, of the ſerpent, and tempered with all the 
maliciouſnefs of the Devil: not againſt me, , for-the 
world cannot hate me, but Chriſt in me; it is him they 
hate: that is plain; becauſe it is bis work they call:the 
work of. the Devil: ſaithfulreſs to bim, a bad ſpirit; the 
miniſtry of John the Baptiſt, which: is laying e to 
the tree root, and cuttiog down hypoerſtes, is by them 
called a bitter temper ; ſeparating the righteous from the 
the conſcience ; ſeparating between the letter and ſpirit of 
ſcripture, the form and power, is called error and Anti- 
nomiasiſn: a diſſection of legal 2 formal prayer to 
maintain the ſpirit of -ptayer, is called ſetiing Ne 
and railing againſt; prayer, tbough we pray without 
ceaſing, and even go to the throne of grace, in their way, 
perha — their once, and yet make no account 
of it, but as we are enabled to pray in falth, and that we 
eſteem as the greateſt privilege: but without the ſpirit of 
prayer none can uſe the means of it any farther than as a 
duty, however they may call it privilege; but where the 
ſpirit is, the form will be alfo, but ſuch diſtruſt it and 
fight againſt it. 1 may go fifty times a day to prayer, but 
what does that ſignify except God hears me? but here 
the Devil comes in with temptations to leave of, and pray 
no more, whigh, if liſtened to, would be real Antinomian- 
iim: then he tempts, on the other hand, to feſt and be 
content, becauſe we pray, and to take comfort from that 
which is à legal ſpirit:— ſo that there is a very narrow 
path that lies between, and nothing but the Spirit of God 
can lead in it, and oftentimes be leads in it when the 
heart is ſo thut up that to reaſon there e no prayer 
at all, but groaning and crying under affliction there is; 
and becauſe reaſon cannot comprehend it, and we know 
not what to pray for as we qught, the Holy Ghoſt is pray - 
ing “in ſecret;” and the promiſe to ſuch prayer 1s, it 
ſhall be“ rewarded openly;” which promiſe God has ful- 
filled to me again and again: and becauſe I have declared 
my own teſtimony n my own exerciſes in it, am 
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enled in queſtion for ſpeaking error, and giving wrong 


interpretations of ſeripture: and theſe heavy tidings have 
been carried to Mr. H, and repreſented to him in ſuch 
4 grofs light as makes it appear that we lay aſide and 
deſpiſe prayer, hold faſt errors and lies, wreſt and pervert 
feripture to pleaſe men, or a party of men; and this, it 
ſeems,” he believes: at the firſt hearing of which my very 
ſoul” ſhrunk within me, and a burden too heavy to bear 
prefſed'me to the ground, which ſent me to prayer; and 
now, thinks I, if there be no acceſs to God, no nearneſs to 
him, of freedom with him, no anſwer from him, what 
would all the formal prayers in the world do for me; 
which convinced me that I bad all that the adverſaries 
were contending for, and ſo could not be behind but be- 
fore them: but this would not do: however, at that time 
was enabled to pour out my very ſoul unto God, and 
« ſhewed him all my trouble,” and found, whilft yet 
ſpeaking, what David ſays to be true—*® the Lord is a 
refuge for us, a very preſent help in time of trouble; 
atid all the heavy burden fell off of its on accord and 
lighted upon his ſhoulders who was able to bear it, and 
it was juſt as if he had faid, I will take care of it; and I 
believed he would, and believe ſo ſtill, for it has never 
returned fince. The ſubſtance of the prayer was, that 
God would lead Mr. H — into the truth of our affair, 
as it ſtood in his ſight; and I am as ſure he will, in time, 
and that Mr. H will ſee the propriety and truth of 
our proceeding, as I am fure there is a God in heaven; 
for however much he may be buſied againſt us, he“ can 
do nothing,” from God, againſt the truth, but for the 
truth:“ and it was the thoughts of this which - brought 
on my heavy load, thinking if he was againſt us we 
could not be right, notwithſtanding the ſtrong teſtimonies. 
God has given on our behalf: but the ſenſible approba- 
tion of God, in anſwer to prayer, ſhewed me, without al! 
doubt, that he was for us: and if ſo, there can be no 
doubt (when the Maſter has fulfilled his own purpoſes) 
but'his ſervant will, whom we * love, in the truth, and 
for the truth's ſake, which is in him,” and taught by him, 
as an “ able Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt;“ “not of the letter, 
but the ſpirit;“ and “ the ſpirit is truth;” by which he 
has been, and is now, the “ chariot of Iſrael and horſemen 
thereof,” his “ ſhoes iron, and hooks braſs;“ his“ ſhield ” 
= | invincible, 


G 


Invincible, and i ſword” eternal; and by them he has 2tzd 
will again * run through a troop, and cut through a hoſt 
of enemies; 'and his enemies, who now are pretended 
friends, ſhall one day * be found liars unto him, and he 
ſhall tread upon their high places; many of them, who 
now ſeem his neareſt friends, are ſowing diſcord *' and 
ejudices'** amongſt brethren,” and watching for out 
alting, contending for our enemies with heart and hand; 
and, in appearance, we are weak and they are ſtrong; but 
God has choſen the weak things of this world to con- 
found the mighty: we are fooliſh and they are waſe, 
« but God has choſen the fooliſh things of this world to 
confound the wiſe, © baſe things to: confound the 
honourable,” and _ deſpiſed *” of men hath, God 
choſen to bring to nought things that are eſteemed, that 
«© no fleſh may glory in his preſence :*” and ſure Lam that 
the time is approaching very faſt, when the“ haughty 
looks of theſe men will be humbled, and their lofty pro- 
feſſion laid low; for out of Jacob is gone forth a ſpark,” 
and “out of Joſeph a flame; the houſe of Efau is for 
ſtubble, and they ſhall burn and none ſhall quench 
them.“ Chriſt cannot be divided in ſpirit, for there is 
only * one ſpirit, one faith, and one body;” therefore he 
that is not for us is againſt us. Jacob and Eſau have been, 
and will be, at eternal variance; the one is the ſeed of 
the woman, the other the “ ſeed of the ſerpent;” the 
5 children of the promiſe are counted for the firſt; aud 
the promiſes were made to Abraham and his ſeed for ever, 
ſaying, “I will be unto'thee a God, and to thy ſeed after 
thee: the children of the fleſh are counted for the ſeed 
of the ſerpent. When theſe'two ſtruggled in Rebecca's 
womb, the one ſtruggled againſt the other; and after- 
wards “ he that was born after the fleſh perſecuted him 
that was born after the ſpirit: ſo it is now;“ our hand 
is againſt many, and the hand of many is againſt us: it 
remains, therefore,' to be proved, which are contending 
for God, and which for themſelves: and I think, from 
the terrible diſpenſations of judgment,' and wonderful 
diſplay of mercy that has gone out amongſt us, it can- 
not be doubted (unleſs it be when unbelief comes in 
like a flood) but that God is amongſt us, as a“ mighty 
and terrible armed man:“ if fo, the Lord is a man 
of war, and holy is his name;” though Pharoah and 
all 


* to ſhew forth his glory, that his D 


(ir) 
alf bis hoſt, horſes, chatiots, and horſemen, — 
ar hypocrites,  impoſtors, deceivers, blind guides, 
falſe friends, and ſoes, ſet D 2 ging 
him, he will caſt them down headlong into the did 
of the ſea:“ this he has done, 18 5 and will do, for 

iples may believe 
on him; and wherever they are he will gather them 
to his ſtandard, and the firſt ſhall: be laſt, and laſt 
firſt; the green tree ſhall be dried up, and dry tree 
made to flouriſh;” he will give power to the faint, and 
choſe who have no might he will incieaſe in ſtrength;“ 
whilſh © the youths faint and are weary, and the bold 
young. men utterly fall;”” and many are falling in our 
view, both on the right hand and left, and many more 
will yet falf, for God will „ ſearch Jeruſalem with 
candles, and puniſh theſe men, ſettled on their leesz””-who 
ry in man's judgment, to be ſettled on the gock of 
ages, 16 be ge the crown of eternal — whilſt.in 
fact. graſping at buman applauſe; to be teeding on the 
t hidden manna,” whilſt feeding on the © athes " of 
falſe joy: but * every man's work, ſhall be tried by fite,” 
and 4 fie ſhall ſhew of what kind it is. It has been 
good for me that my miniſtry; has been in the fire leis 
or more ever ſince 1 — to Granthamz which has kept 
me wreſtling bard with God to know whether it has 
come from him or not, and he has granted me many 

Kgnal tokens of its being his work in my oven ſoul from 
þunſelf, and alſe from others; but now it ſeems. drawing 
near s point; fo that it muſt either ſtand in the power ot 
God, or fall as the miſchievous work of man, as ſo many 
who appeared to be the children of God are ſo euraged 

againſt it: ſo that if of man it muſt come to nought, 
but if of God all the hoſts of bold pꝛeſumptuous hypo- 
crites in the world cannot overthzow it, for if God be 
for us, who can be againſt us?” and that he is for us, at 
times, I have no more doubt than of my exiſtence; there- 
fore it remains with him to decide the diſpute now in 
hand, and plead Zion's cauſe, wherever ſhe is, againſt all 
her enemies, and ſtand by her in every engagement; and 
this he will do, for the Lord dwells in Zion,” and 
&« walls of ſalvation are round her;“ * the Higheſt ſhall 
eſtabliſh her,” © bleſs her proviſion, fatisfy hez- poor with 
the bread ”? of life, * cloath her prieſts with righteouſ- 
neſs 


** 

neſs, and make her ſaints ſhout ſor joy; *, ordaim 
peace for her, and proclaim it in her“ peace be with- 
in thy walls, and proſperity within thy palaces: and now 
for my Friends and Brethrens” ſake, to whom this dg 
addreſſed, I will now ſay, peace be within thee,” 
unity, harmony, love, and affection; for © how good and 
pleaſant à thing it is to {ſee Brethren dwell together in 
unity!“ it is like the precious ointment poured upon the 
head of Aaron, running down to the ſkirts of bis gar- 
ment, perfuming as it goes, and cementing every living 
member, in heart and atfection, to the living head, and to 
one another; and this we have found more of late than 
ever: ſo that the whole body, by joints and bands, is 
ſpiritually united together, 4 by that which every joint 
ſupplies; and makes increaſe according to the increaſe of 
God, to the edifying of itſelf in love, and will grow up 
until the whole be © compacted,” and completed, and 
perfected in heaven: then * theſe light afflictions will 
be turned into an “eternal weight of glory; © ſorrow 
and ſighing into * everlaſting joy,“ from God's con 
tinual - A preſent fighting into a * crowa of life 
and eternal victory over death and hell; preſent dark- 
[neſs and diſtance into full fruition of light and love, 
flowing in rays of unſpeakable pleaſure from his bleſſed 
countenance, for then “we ſhall ſee his face“ as we 
wiſh to ſee it, © and God bimſelf ſhall wipe away 
all tears from our eyes, and Jeſus * ſhall lead ws 
to living fountains of water,” and three perſons in one 
God ſhall “ be all, and in all, and through all:“ —bat, 
{ays the angel, © from whence come '* theſe Who arc 
before the throne? to which he anſwers, ©** Theſe arc 
they who come out of great tribulation; and true it is: 
but blefted are they who are brought into the path of 
„ tribulation, ”” and are made to walk there; for they, 
and only they, ſhall * receive the crown of life: there- 
tore mi heart's defire and prayer to God,“ day and 
night, is for you in every calamity; for if one member 
ſufter, all ſuffer with it;“ and you cannot do me a greater 
favour than helping by prayer,” for that is the beſt 
weapon to 1epel every foe, cut through legions of devils, 
++ ſtop the mouths of lions, quench the violence of fire; 
out of weakneſs waxes ſtrong, receives promiſes, works 
righteouſueſa,“ opens the gates of heaven, © and preſſes 

into 


ni) 


| Into it; whilſt all rebels, fooliſh virgins, and Phariſees, 
ſhall be eternally ſhut out, crying Lord, Lord, open to 
us — theſe ſhall go into everlaſting fire, but the 
righteous nation, that keepeth the ruth,” imo life eter- 
nal.“ Until we meet there, | | 1 
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I remain yours, affectionately, in Chriſt, 
I. LOWES. 
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- DEUTERONOMY, Ch. tv. Ver. 34. | 


Or bath God aſſayed to go and take him a Nation from 
the mlt of another Nationg by Temptations, by 
Su, and by Wonders, and by Mur, and hy 4 
_ mighty Hand, and by a ftretchedeut Arm, and by 
.. grfat Terrars, actording ta all that the Lord your 
eee eee > 
ai 
Tas are ly bardar on ns RO K* 
terally, and ſo there are ſpiritually. The 
firſt are divided one from another by cuſtoms, 
manners, faſhions, laws; and ſo are the other: che 
firſt can mix, cement, and join together in one 
body: ſo can the ſecond: and I believe the Goſpel 
was never preached in chis world bur the hearers 
were compoſed of devout Jews out of every nation 
under Heaven, as well as there were at.Jeruſalem, 
on the day of. Pentecoſt, when Peter. preached; 
and though there are few here now, doubt not 
but there may be Parthians, 4 Medes, and Ela- 
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mites, and the "dwellers in Meſopotamia, and it 
Juda, and Cappadocia, in Pontus, and Aſia, Phrygia, 
and Pampbylia, in Egypt, and in the parts of Libya 
about Cyrene, and firangers of Rome, Fews and Pro- 
ſelytes, Cretes and Arabians*; all come to hear the 
SGͤceriptures and the Word of God; but the great 
loſs is, you all hear them in your own tongue 
wherein you were born. If you be an Egyptian, 
then your language is, Good Maſter, what ſhall I do 
ibat I may ihberit eternal lifef? and you tranſlate 
the Scriptures into this language. If you be an 
Aſſyrian, or Mede, or worldly profeſſor, then your 
language is, what ſhall I eat, or what ſbal l Þ drink, 
and 'wherewithal hi ] be cloatbed? for after all 
theſe things do the nations of the world ſeekf. If 
you be a Babylonian, or Chaldean, or ſtranger 
of Rome, then your language has been nothing 
but confuſion ever ſince God confounded it at 
the building of Babel. If you be an hypocritical 
nation that- do righteouſneſs in your own eyes, 
then your language is, wherefore have we faſted, 
ſay they, and thou _— not ? wherefore have 
we affited our ſouls, and thou takefl no know- 
ledgeF? If you be a nation wiſe in your own eyes, 
your ſpeech is, fand by thy/elf, for I am holier than 
. If you call yourſelf a Jew, whilſt ** are 


88 „Ae, f. 9. . + Mark, x. 17 
4 Matt. vi. gr, 6 Iſaiah, Iii. 3. 


A SERMON. 5 3 
of the Synagogue of Satan, then your language is 
half Hebrew, and half of Aſhdod: and in thoſe 

days, ſays Nehemiah, 7 ſaw certain Fews who bad 
taken to them wives of Edom, Moab, and Aſbdod; and 
their children ſpoke half in the ſpeech of Aſbdod, for 
tbey could not ſpeak the language of the Jews, lue 
half the language of each prople“: when they get 
among the Hebrews, they ſpeak Hebrew; but as 
they are not born in Canaan, but foreigners, they 
Tay Sibboleth inſtead of - Shibbo/etb, for they can- 
not frame Io pronounce it right}: among their own 
country people, which is the world, they ſpeak 
the pure language of Aſhdod-—/bey are of the world,” 
therefore. do they ſpeak of the world, and the world 
bearetb them}: at one time they ſpeak with the 
meekneſs of a lamb and humility of a ſaint; at 
another time, with the boldneſs of a lion and 
fierceneſs of a dragon: at one hour they bleſs God 
for what he hath done for them; the next hour 
they bleſs their idols and curſe: his children; 
that out of the ſame place ſeemingly cometh bleſſing 
and curſing, ſweet walter and bitter, which never 
can be the caſe in reality, for if the fountain be 
bitter it never can be ſweet; - therefore, O genera- 
tion of wipers! how can you, being evil, ſpeak good 
things, for out of the abundance of the beart the mouth 
ſpeaketh, But further, if you be a true citizen of 


* Nehem, xiii, 23. + Judges Xit. 6. 
+ 1 John, iv. 5. James, iii, 11, 
| Matt. xii. 34. 


B 2 Jeruſalem, 


4, WORLD WII nN A'WORLD: 


Jeruſalem, born and bred in the land of Canaan, 


then.you can ſpeak the-Jewiſh language properly 


and purely; for it is written, I wll- U aunio the 


* People u pure language, that they may all call upon 


me with ane confent *; then, if you have got this, 
you differ from all other nations on the earth, 
<« for Hat people is like my people Iſrael, which 
God his made a people to himſelf; a cheſen gene- 
rution, 4 royal priefiboad, a pecultar peupie j— 
Lond: thy God bath chy/en thee do be @ ſpecial people 
unto v1mſelf, above all the people that are on the face 
of the earth. Indeed, all the people of the earth 
are but ane nation, made of one blood and one 
ſpirit, and that is the ſpirit of the world, which. 
is the ſpirit of the Devil; but we: have received. 
(ſaith the Apoſtle), not ibe ſpirit f the-warld, but 
the /pirid that is of God$;—then that which is born 
after" the ſpirit is the holy nation of Canaan, and 
tbat which: is born after the fe is the unholy na- 
tion of the world; and theſe are the two nations 
mentioned in the text: the firft, ſpiritual; the 
ſecond, natural, or carnal. The firſt is Abraham's. 
ſeed accarding to the promiſe; and this is the word 
of promiſe, My ſpiril that is upon iber, and my 
meords which 1 have put in thy mouth, ſhail nat dr part 
o of thy mouth, nor out of the mouth of thy ſeed, nor 


'® Zeph. iii. . | + 1 Peter, ii. 9. 
4 Deut, vii. 6, Cor. Me. 12. 
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out of the mouth of thy ſeed's feed; ſaith the Lord, 
from bhenceferih. and for ever *; the ſeconds. 
Abraham's feed according to the fleſh, as Iſhmaet.. 
was, and are thereſore wild men | inhabiting 
the wilderneſs. of Paran, and their work is in 
hunting after veniſon; and ſo wild, that David 
ſays they are all thorns. thruſt away, becauſe they 
canno be talen with. bands f. The firſt nat ion 
are a faithful nation. or the promiſe is of faith to 
them, tba! it might be by grace, ie the end ibe promiſe. 
might be ſure I all the promiſed ſeed}: the ſecond. 
are of the works of the law, being the children 
. of Hagar the bond-woman, which an/wereth 16 
Mount Sinai in Arabia, and is Jeruſalem in the type, 
and the law in a figure, gendering to bondage with: 
all her children$. The firſt are under the bleſſing of 
God, conſiſting of eternal life, the ſpirit of grace, 
and his propitious providence—for they that le 
of faith are bleſſed with: faithful Abrabam|, becauſe 
the ſpirit comes by faith, and the bleſſing with it; 
and it is written, in bee and in thy feed ball all the 
families (or nations of this ſpiritual world) 'be 
bleſſed: but the other world are all under the curſc;. 
being under the law or car/ed is every one that con 
tiuueth not in all things which are written in the book 
of the law 10 do them**; therefore, as they do not 


* Iſaiah, lis. 21.7 | + 2 Sam. xxiii. 6. 
1 Rom. iv. 16. Lal. iv. 24. + 


{] Gal. iii, 9. : 1. Gen. xii. 3. 
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| from amongſt men: Let the redeemed ſay fo, who were 
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continue in all things, be wicked and unrighteous 


ul be- turned into bell, with all the * 08 


. nn 0 65 + An 
Furthermore, the gelt ben nme out 


of all kindreds, people, and tongues, and redeemed. 


wandering in a-wilderneſs, in a folitary way: bungry 
ad thirfly, their ſouls fainted in them; then they 
cried unto the Lord in ibeir frouble, and be ſent his 
Word, and by it delivered them out of all their 
Mic ion st. But now, it is plain that the men 
from whom they are redeemed, are left unredeem- 
ed—for as in Adam all die, even fo in Cbriſi ſhall all 
be made alive: becauſe he died, and is a full and 
perfect proprijation fur the fins of this whole world h: 
whereas the other world, natural, lieth wholly im 
wickedneſs]. The firſi worſhip God in the ſpirit, 
and have no confidence in the fleſh, fulfilling what 
the Saviour tells the Samaritan woman, that they 
who worſhip the Father aright, do it in ſpirit and 
truth: then ſays Peter, of a truth I perceive that © 
God is no reſpefer of perſons, but, in every nation, 


be thad feareth bim, and worketh righteouſneſs, is ac 


cepied with bim: and this fulfills many paſſages in 


the Pſalms, where it is ſaid, a// nations ſhall ferve 
bim, and bow down to bim all nations ſhall be joyful 


* Pal, ix. 17. | + Plal. evil. 4. | 
t 1 Cor. xy. 22. $ '1 John, ii. 2. 


[ r Joby, v. 19. 1A. x. 34 
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in bis houſe of prayer, and be bleſſed in bim: when 


as, on the other hand, all nations ſerve in the old- 


neſs of the letter, and have confidence in the 
fleſh, ſo ſerve ſelf, conſequently ſerve Satan; for 
the things which the Genliles ſacrifice (ſays Paul), are 
to Devils and not io God f. The firſt ſerve the living 
and true God in fincerity, and, therefore, bleſſed is 
| the nation whoſe God is the Lord, and the people whom 
he bath choſen for bis own inberitanceÞ; but the other 
goa whoring after Devils, and ſerve the Godof this 
world, who is their God. The firſt have the King 
of Zion; Prince of Peace, Prince of Princes, King 
of Kings, and Lord of Lords, for their Sovereign, 
and the ſceptre he rules them by is grace, which 
reigns through righteouſneſs unto eternal life$: the 
other have the Prince of Darkneſs and Angel of the 
Bottomleſs Pit, for a King over them, and he rules 
by ſin; when: you were the ſervants of fin you were 
free from righteouſneſs |. The firſt have the laws, 
ſtatutes, and judgments of their King written in 
their hearts, which. make them true, loyal, 
faithful ſubjects; then what people is like this 
people Iſrael; ſays Moſes, who bath flatutes and 
lews fo good and ſo right, as all this law I ſet before 
you this day ? the other people have the rules of 
nature, the laws and precepts of Moſes, and com- 


* Pal. Ixxii. 17. + 1 Cor. x. 20. 
+ Pſal. xxxiii. 12. Rom. v. 21. 
| Rom, vi. 20. J Deut. iv. 8. 
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mandments of men, to make them loyal; but they 
have broken them all, and will at lat be condemned 
and puniſhed as chilaren of diſobeuiruce. The firſt 
nation have the wiſdom of God, in à myſtery, put 


into their hearts, which is that which the Holy Ghoſt 


teacbetb, comparing ſpiritual things with ſpiritual *; 


this makes thera a wiſe and underſtanding people ; 


but the things of the. Spirit of God are fooliſonefs to 
the natural man, neither can he know them ; but he 
has the wiſdon of the world to teach him, and is 


- wiſe in the letter of the word. The fpiritual 


world have a ſpiritual light, called the Sun f 
Righteoufneſs I am the light of the world$: the 


other have the light of reaſon and natural under 


ſtanding, for a ſun. The firſt have ſpritual life, 
and ſpiritual food to ſupport that life am the 
life of the world (ſays the Saviour), be that believeth 
on me Hall never die; and I am the bread of life 
coming down: from heaven, and giving life to the world, 
and be that cometh to me ſhall never bungerſ: the 
natural world have natural food—all ancleauneſi 
with greedine/s theyſwallow down, as an ox drinking 
water; riches they glut up, like a dog at his womil ; 


and dry huſks of ſpeculative knowledge, to feed 


pride, like a ſwine- at the draught trough. The 
firft have their food brought them—7be Lamb ſball 


*® 1 Cor. n. 13. + 1 Cor. ii. 14. 


I Malachi, iv. 2. 9 John, viii. 12. 
| John, vi. 35+ P 
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feed them, and lead them to living fountains of waters, 
and God ſhall wipe away all tears from their eyes*: the 
Devil feeds the other, and leads them caplive at bis 
will and pleaſure. - God works in the firſt to wil 
and io. do: Satan works in the ſecond, being the 
ſpirit that works effectually in the children of diſ- 
obedience, God in the firſt, and the Devil in the 
ſecond, are two ſpirits that never can agree, but are 
always at variance, and have been, ever ſince the 
enmity was placed in Paradiſe tbe ſeed of the wo- 

- man ſhall bruiſe the ſeed of the ſerpent in the head, and 
the ſeed of the ſerpent ſhall bruiſe the ſeed of the woman 
in ib heel; and theſe two ſtruggled in Rebecca's 
womb, and God ſaid they were wo nations, and 

iwo different ſorts of people—one after the fleſh, 
and the other after the ſpirit; and as be that was 
born after the fleſh perſecuted and hated bim that was 
born after the ſpirit, even ſo it is now]: the laber. 
nacles of Edom and the Iſomaelites, Moab and the 
Hagarines, Ammon and Amelek $, Deiſts, Socinians, 
Armenians, Arians, Unitarians, ' Formaliſts, baſ- 

tard Calvaniſts, mongrel Hypocrites, and pre- 
ſumptuous ſpiritual Kings of every ſect and de- 
nomination, all are confederate together in heart, 
ſaying, let us cut them off from being a nation, that 
ihe name of Iſrael may be no more in remembrance : 


„ Rev. M. 1). Ac 
+} Gal. iv. 29. Pal. Ixxxiii. 6. 
|] Pal. Ixxxiii. 4. 
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Let us break their bands (or laws) afunder, and cat 
all their cords of love from us*: But fear not their 
rage, for, as John ſays, he that is in you is greater than 
be that is in them; with them is an arm of fleſh and 
blood, but with us is the Lord our God, and be from 
on bigh Shall laugh at them, the Lord Hall bold them 
in derifien ; for be hath ſet bis King upon his holy bill 


Zion, and ſhall rule you with grace and love, 


but all other nations with a rod of i iron, and daſs 
them in pieces like a potter's veſſels, 

I have now endeavoured to ſhew you the two 
nations ſpoken of in the text; but as we are all 
children of wrath by nature, and when in the fleſh 
are all of the natural nation, we next come to ſhew 
how God takes us out of it, in what way, and by 


| what means; and it is, as the text ſays, by templa- 
| tions, by ſigns and wonders, by a mighty hand and a 


firetched-out arm, by war, and by great terrors, ac- 


cording to all that the Lord your God did in Egypt 


before your eyes. = 
- Iſrael and Egypt were both typical—Egypt 

ſignifies bondage to the law, fin, and Satan, under 
which we all were: for Paul ſays, /be heir, as long as 


De is a child, differeth nothing from a bond ſervant, 
- though be be Lord of all, but is kept ander tutors and 


governors until be come to age to receive the eſtate; 


„ Pal. ii. 3. + 1 John, iv. 4. 
1 Pſal. ii. 45 55 6. 9 Pſal. ii. 9. 
| Ephel. ii. 3. | 
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even ſp, we, though we were heirs from all eter- 
nity, were kept in bondage under worldly teachers, 
ſchoolmaſters, tutors, governors, and fathers of our 
fleſh, and the elements or religion of this world, hut 
up nnto the faith which afierwards was to be reveal. 
ede: When we were here, Ihe lng man armed kept 
us in bis poſſeſſion, and bis goods were in peace, until a 
fronger than be | Chriſt] came, and took away that 
wherein be triſted f, which was a ſeared conſcience, a 
falſe confidence, a carnal heart, the power of dark- 
neſs and unbelief; theſe kept us as faſt as ever acri- 
minal was kept in chains, though we knew it not: 
but when the Saviour comes, he breaks all this 
armour at one blow: then Pharoah ſays, let us now 
work wilily and wi/ely with tbe people, leſt they, 
being diſcontented, grow too ſtrong, and ſo get 
themſelves out of the country; let us appoint taſks 
maſters over ibem I; and theſe are all the miniſters 
of Satan in the world, who bind beavy burdens upon 
men's ſooulders, and grievous to be borne$; and theſe 
burdens are all bound by fuch language as, Make 
you à clean heart and renew à right ſpirit, for why 
will yon die, O bouſe of Jjrael{| and this is an 
intolerable load to a quickened ſoul; therefore 
they make their lives bitter with all kinds of bondage, 
working in brick and mortar, and all 1be labours of 


Gal. iii. 23. + Luke, i. 21. 
t Exodus, i. 10. Matt. xxii. 4. 
Il Ezek. xviii. 31. 
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12 WORLD WITHIN A WORLD: 
tbe field; and in all this labour they made them ſerve 

with"rigour *: and the- people groaned under their 
burdens, and the Lord beard their groaningy:—as he 
always does, when he ſpirit maketh interceſſion with 
groanings which cannot be uttered: He hears from 
Heaven, his ſanctuary, and ſends Moſes to deliver 


bis priſoners. Here Moſes is a type of .Chriſt, 
who is annointed and appointed 10 preach delfver- 


ance 10 captives, and the opening of the priſon-houſe to 
them that are bound h: and when he comes he tells 


them how the Lord has ſent - him, and they 


believed; and when they. ſaw that God had looked 


on their afflition, and was come to deliver them, 


then they bowed their heads and worſhipped: Juſt 
as the poor publicans, lepers, and blindfolks, did 
in the days of his fleſh, when they felt the need of 


their cure, and knew that he was the good Phy- 
-fician, they came and fell down before him, ſay- 
ing, Lord, if thou wilt, thou canſt make me clean. 
But now comes on the /emptations: Inſtead of a 


deliverance, according to promiſe, there is ten 
times more bondage and trouble: the ſtraw is 


taken away, ſo that there is no love to their duty, 
becauſe the enmity of the heart is ſtirred up againſt 
it: a double taſk is laid on, by a view of the Law's 


ſpirituality and demands, and a ſword is put into 


| Exodus, i. 14. + Exodus, ii. 24. 
4 Rom. viii. 6. 7 [) Iſaiah, 61. 1. 
Exodus, iv. 31. | 
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Pharoah's hands to ſlay them. Then they chid 
and fell- out with Moſes, as you do with Chriſt, 
and are ready to call him a deceiver:—Job' ſays, 
| thou art become cruel unto me“; Jeremiah fays, 4b 
Lord God! ſurely thou haſt greatly deceived ibis people, 
ſaying, Ye ſhall have peace, whereas the'ſword reach- 
eib to the ſoul}; and Iſrael may ſay, Lo! thou haſt 
promiſed to bring us into a land of peace and reſt, 
flowing with milk and honey, but, inſtead of that, bon 
baſl made our lives bitter and baſt not delivered us at 
all. This is the temptation; and it conſiſts in 
God's dealings and works running clean contrary to 
his promiſes: He promiſed Abraham the land of | 
Canaan, and a ſeed to poſſeſs it}, and, after the 
ſeed was born, God did temp! ee and ſaid, 
take now thy ſon, thy only ſon, whom thou love, and 
| gel thee unto the land of Moriah, and offer him for a 
burnt=offering upon one of the mountains which I will 
tell thee ofF: this was a dealing and command he did 
not expect, and it was like putting a knife to all his 
hopes and to all God's promiſes made to him; yet 
faith ſtood the trial, and counted God faithful, aubo had 
promiſed, that be was able 10 raiſe bim again from the 
dead|. —Joſeph got ſeveral promiſes made to himin 
two dreams, that his father, mother, and brethren 
ſhould bow-down before him, ſaying, tbe ſun, and the ' 


Job, xxx. 21. + Jer. iv. 10. 
+ Gen. xvii. 8, 5 Gen, xxil. 1. 
ſ Heb, xi. 19. 
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18 moon, and the eleven lars made obeiſance io me*; but 
inſtead of this being fulfilled, his brethren are ſuf- 
"18 fered, firſt, to put him into a pit i; then to ſell him 
ltd to the Iſhmaclitesf, who carried him into Egypt; 
i there his miſtreſs tempts him g, and his maſter puts 
Him priſon{, where his feet are burt with fetlers. 
There was little appearance here that ever God's 
promiſes would be fulfilled; fo this was the temp- 
tation, the promiſes of God and Joſeph's feelings 
running contrary to each other. Further, he made 
Jeremiah a miniſter, and promiſed to make him a 
brazen wall, that the people ſhould fight againſt 
dim, but not prevail, becauſe 7 am with thee, /aith _ 
-»  ybhe Lord: but inſtead of not prevailing, they firſt 
ſtcourge him, then put bis feet in the floc ks J, and, 
laſtly, tumbled him into a dungeon full of mud 
and mire, and he waters flowed over bis bead**; 
then, ſays he, inſtead of being delivered, I am cut 
of. A ſtrange way this of fulfilling promiſes, yet 
it is the way he does to this day, for the trial of 
faith: he promiſes to make us a great nation ,. 
but, inſtead of that, makes us 4 poor and af- 
fitted people: He ſays that Jacob Shall return, and 
be in reſt, peace, and quietneſsÞTÞ; bur, inſtead of that, 
we are driven away; have no reſt for the ſoles of 


Gen. xxxvii. 9. + Gen. xxxvii, 24. 
+ Gen. xxxvii. 27. Gen. xxxix. 7. | 
1 Gen. xxzix. 20. I Jer. xx. 2. 

** Lam. ii. 54. ++ Gen. xvii. 6. 
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our feet; have no peace, but warfare; no quictnefs, h 
but diſquietude, as long as the temptation laſts: 
He promiſes, our hearts ball be firengthened with 
 might*; but, contrary, they are /mitten down, and 
weak as water: He fays, that thoſe wbo ſcet ib 
Lord fhall noi want any good thingy, whereas we 
often want, in appearance, every thing that is 
good: He ſays, whatſoever you aſk you ſball re- 
ceive ; but we cry and ſhout, and receive nothing: 
He ſays we hall trample upon ſcorpions and adders, 
and all the powers of the Adverſaxy, and they fball 
by no means burt usF; whereas they trample _ 
us, and by every means diſtreſs us. 
This is called a fiery trial, becauſe it is to burn 
up a great deal of droſs from the ſoul, by ſepa- 
rating the falſe faith in it, from the true—1 will 
bring the third part through the fire, faith the 
Lord, and I will try them as gold is tried, and will 
refine them as ſilver is refined ; they Hall call on my 
name, and I will bear them; 1 will ſay it is my people, 
and they ſhall ſay the Lord is my God}. © 
The fire conſiſts of three or four things—1R, 
the rebuke of God's countenance, that is a fire 
from above, and burns in the bones: from above 
hath he ſent fire into my bones, and it prevaileth 
againſt ibem J: and his word was in my heart as a 


* Ephel. iii. 16. .. + Pſal. xxxiv. 10. 
+ Matt. vii. 8. | Luke, x. 19. 
Zech. xiii. 9. J Lam. i. 13. 
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burning fire ſhut up in my bones, and I was weary + 
with forbearing, and I could not flay*. ad, The law 


works wiath, and that is a fire. kindled in God's :- 


anger: from his right hand went à fiery law for 
itbemF. za, The Devil ſhoots his fiery. darts of 
temptations, and they burn 1. 4th,. Luſts and 
corruptions work, and they burn, and Ihere hall be 
burning inſlead of beauty d. And whilſt we are 
muſing, thinking, and confidering in this day of 
adverſity, the fire b4urns||; the whole underſtanding 
gets into confuſian; the mind, memory, and recol- 
lection, are all bewildered: Job Joſes his path, Gd 
himſelf, and calls out, O that I knew where 1 might . 
find bim l Full of amazement and ſtupor, we think - 
ſome ſtrange thing has happened to us; but Peter 
ſays, beloved, think it not flrange concerning the fiery 
trial that is to try you, as though ſome firange thing bau 
happened unto you“: and James ſaith, bleſſed is ibe 
man that endureth temptation, for when be is tried be 
| ſhall receive the crown of life FF. —The wicked 
never can endure this trial; for when they are 
brought into it they are burnt up- from hence 
Moſes ſays, inquire from the one fide of - Heaven 
to the other, and ſee whether there hath been any ſuch 


fer. xx. g. + Deut. xxxiii. 2. 

1 Eph. vi. 16. h Ifaiah, iii. 24. 

Pal. xxxix. 3. I Job, zin. 39. 
* Peter, iv. 12. ++ James, i. 12. 


+} 1 Cor, iii. 13. 
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| thing as this great thing is, or bath been beard like it; 
did ever people bear the voice of God ſpeaking aut of 
the mid/t of the fire as thou baſt heard it, and live“: 
aut of beaven be made thee to bear bis voice, that be. 
might inſtrudt thee ; and upon earth be fhewed thee 
bis great fire, and thou heardſt bis words ou. of the 
mid} of the fire f. Then what are his words? why 
Paul calls them a voice of words . becauſe there is 
#0--/imilituge ;: and it is the fame as Iſrael heard 
from Mount Sinai, out of the cloud, fire, and thick. 
darkneſs ; and be ſpake ten commandments, and wrote 
them on Ivo tables of floneF, and they are called zbe 
law; and S. eſſed is the man whom thou chaftene/t, O 
Lord, and teacheſt him out of thy law}. Queſ. What 
kind of teaching is it? An. To know ourſelves 
to be ſinners ; for by the law is the knowledge 'of 
fin; I had not "known fin but by the law **. The 
voice of God's ſovereignty and majeſty in the law 
ſtirs up our rebellion, and makes our heart heave 
againſt him: the voice of his holineſs cries, 
Holy ! holy! boly! is the Lord of Hofis Ft ; that ſtirs 
up all manner of ſin, concupiſcence, adultery, co- 
vetouſneſs, &c. : the voice of truth ſtirs up hy- 
pocriſy, deceit, and lies: the demands of ſpiritual 


Deut. iv. 32. + Deut. iv. 36, 

+ Heb. xii. 19. Deut. iv. 12, 1 
1 Pfal. xciv. 12. J Rom. iii. 20. 
Rom. vii. 7. 4 IIa. vi. 3. 


4t Rom. vii. 8. 
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ebcdience-ſtir\up the carnal enmiry— 7 am carnal, 


fold under fin®; and the law, ſaying, "Thou halt lo 


fail,” and with all thy migbi f, diſcovers the carnal 


mind. to have no love at allf.. Further, God's 
voice; ſaying, #bo/cever ball be aſhamed of me, and 
of my words, in ilus adulterous and ſinful generation F, 
ſtirs up, and diſcovers the fear of man, which 
brings a fnare ; and where he ſays, Except yon 
keave all and follow me , diſcovers the ſtrong ties of 
natural affect ions, but gives no power to break 
them. Thus the droſs is melted from the gold, 
and various kinds there are, ſuch as bra/s ** and 
iron Ft, lead and tin I, wad F$, thorns and &riers |||, 
bay and fubble CC; and earth Tf. Earth ſignifies 


an earthy covetous mind, and that is burnt up; 


for no man can ſerve ſwo maſters 1“. The ſtubble 
ſignifies light frothy pride: Behold the day comes h 
that Hall burn as an oven, and all the proud ſhall 
be flubble; and'the day that cometh ſhall burn'them 
1p, ſuitb the Lord of HoflsF$. The thorns are the 
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| * Rom. vil. 14. h + Devt. vi. 5. 
t Rom. viii. 7. f Mark vii..38. 
9 Pro. xxix. 25. © Mark x. 28. 
** Ezek. xxiv. 11. ++ Ifa. xlviii. 4. 
11. Ezek. xxii. 18. In Iſa. xxxiii.. 12. 
$5 Ifa, xxx. 33+ IS 8 Corinth. xv. 49. 


JJ 1 Corinth, iii. 12. ＋* Luke xvi. 13. 
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fruits of the curſe, and the perplexiig cares of : 
this life which 'chake; the w t bb the 

Lord, who tuould ſet the briets und (horas: againſ} me 
in baltle ?, I would go thraugh.:th:mzi li mu burn 
_ them logetbor +, The wood is dry1 wigs and 
branches of ſpeculative knowledge, which grow 
out from the; living; branch. on; the living vine ;! 
but, every branch; in me, (ſaith the Saviour) auh, 
beareth fruit, my Father. purgeth it, or cuts the 
empty twigs: off. and; caſts them into the fire, 
that il may bring forth more fruit Þ.) The lead and 
tin is ſoft metal, ſuch as moiſt brains, and ſoft, 

| affections, crying and ſobbing under a ſermon, 

having the paſſions: affected; but the Saviour, 
lays, Weep not for. me hi this(is, the ſorrow of Abe 
world||, heavy and ſoft like lead: And falſe joy is 

like a polſberd of earth, covered with flver.droſs4 : 
and this is the tin. A. hrazen brow of falſe, cons 
fidence, with adeep; hollow, empty, hoaſting voice, 
giving ſound, is braſs ; and ſelf· willis iron — 2 "by. 
neck is lile an iron finew}t,;, and. all theſe the fire 
melts: whilſt the dear Redeemer all the while. fits 
regulating the heat, and, as à reſiner IT; purifies 

the foul like gold in a furnace, and er . 


by Math. l. 22. + Ia. xxvii. 1. 2. 
+ John xv. 2. Loke xxiii. 28. 
2 Corinth, vii. 10. J Prov. xxvi. 23. 

1 Corinth. xiii. 1. 11 Iſa. aha. of 


tt Mal. i, 24 
C 2 and 


20” WORLD WEFHINiA AVORLD: 


and then cums off the droſs then we Tee the 
pure wodkpthe\pure"meral, or pure faith, within; 
and that is a ſgu, or token for good; which is the 
the ſecond thing mentioned in the text God 
brings us out v9, fen. There are many ſigns 
im the ſpiritval.2pdaic, or fetiptares;) and, whilſt 
I: endeavour to bring ſome of them to view y 
may watch and ſee whether you have got auy ſuch 
things or neo TLacharias aſked the angel Gabriel 
for a ſign, to know whether; his meſſage Ws 
from God, and Gabriel ſaid, Brbeld, thiz h/! be 
dumb, and not ale lo ſpeat, tnth the diy i bet rbeſe 
things hall de prtfurmed ; becueſe ibou believeft}nor 
my worde,  whith"/bal be fulfiMed in thetr ſeafon®:' 
he was dumb, according to rhe angel's word; and 
this was a true token or ſign, thougfr à ſevere 
one. It ſeems the Ninevites aſked Jonah for a 
fign that his preaching was from the Lord, and 
Jonab's ſelf was a ffgn to themꝭ being preſerved 
three days an three nights i in the" FS belly ya tn 
evil and an adulterots generation ed tlie Saviour 
for a ſign that he was ſent of Godꝭ But, ſays he, n» 
fer ſhall be given Ibenr, except be ef the pr? phet 
Fonab ; for as be was preſerved thrte days and three 
nights inthe whale'sbelly, ſoſhallthe Sonof Man be pre- 
ſerved ſbree days, and three nights in the heart of the 
eee he aroſe from * dead,thiefign was 


* Luke i i. 20. + Jos. i. 17. t Math. Xil. 40. 
accompliſhed 
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accompliſhed in their fight—then they ſaw the „g 
of the Son Man coming in the clouds of beauen, 
with power and graat glory which came to paſt 
when the cloud (or apoſtles) gave teſtimony of 
bis reſurrection by great gn upon carib f. God 
gave Noah -a ſign. that ſeed-time and | harveſt, 
ſummer and winter, day and night, ſhould remain 
unto the world's end; and this ſigh was the rain- 
bow in the clouds T, which we ſee to this day, But 
further, ſpiritual ſigns are done by the word of 
God, which is called a wa, and with it Moles 
wrought great ſigns. in Egypt. Firſt, He caſi it 
on i be ground, and it became a ſenpeni g. The ground 
ſigniſies the heart J, and a ſerpent is a deadly 
Poiſonous, venomous animal“; and when Job 
felt it ſpiritually, he ſaid,: The poiſon of the! Als 
mighty. driutetb up my ſpirit; and Paul ſays) We 
had. the: ſentence of death within ourſelves, that! we 
Hhould: not truft in ourſelves I. Nou, iſ you have got 
your natural worldly fpirits dried up by the wrath 
of God, as Job did, and the lam of condemnation 
working inube law of your nembers , that youdare not 
truſt in yourſelf then you have got this gun, namely, 
that you are loſt; and Chriſt came 19 ſceł and to ſave 


Matth. xxiv 30. + Acts, ii. 19. 
1 Gen: ix. 13. Pal ex. ii. 
Exod. iv. 3. J Heb vi. 7. 
Pal. viii. 4. ++ J. b, vi. 4. 
2+ 2 Corinth. i. 9. il Rom. vii. 23. 
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that which was loft*, And God ſays Hur forth thine 
band again, and \take it (the ſerpent) by rbe tail f. 
Now the ſting of the ſerpent is in the tailq;: and /br 
ſling of "death is ſin , in the cunſdience, but the 
hand of Chriſt: lays hold and pulls it out, and it 
becomes a rod of power in bis band ; or grace reigns 
through righteouſneſs in the conſcience: then, if 
you have got the ſting of guilt taken away, you 
have got this other ſign. But you, perhaps, are 
ready to ſay, Well, theguilt I once had is now gone, 
but I am often tempted. That it is by having a 


ſeared conſcience. Well, the Devil has tempted me 


with that often enough, but one thing deoides the 
point Can you wil fully and knowingly go and ſin 

againſt any truth of God's word, without feelingguilt 

for ſo doing? if you can, then your conſcience is ſear. 
ed, but if you cannot, then you tremble at his word , 
and with ſuch a man will 1 dwell, faith the Lord. 
Another ſign Moſes gave was by putting a diviſion 
between Iſrael and the Egyptians - / will put a 
drviſion beltween my people, and thy people; lo- mor- 
row ſball this fign be ff: then if you in heart and 
affections be ſeparated: from the world, becauſe it 


lies in rebellion and wickedneſs Magainſt God, you 


„Matth. xviii. 1 f. © + Exod. iv. 4. 

1 Rev. ix. 10. | 1 Corinth. xv. 56. 
5 Exod, iv. 4. J Rom. 5. 21. 
% Iſs. l 2. * | ++ Exod. viii. 23. 
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have got this ſign: came ont from among ſt them, and 
be ye ſeparate ; touch not the unclean thing ;. and 1 
will. receive you, faith the Lord, and will le u fu- 

ther unto you; and ye ſball be my ſons and daugiters, 

faith the Lord Almighty*. Another ſign is this: 

when : Ephraim and Syria joined a confederacy 
againſt the houſe of David, the heart of Ahaz, who 
was king of. Jeruſalem at that time, moved, and the 

bearts of bis people; as the trees of the 2v00d are 

moved with tbe wind f: And Aha ſent to Iſaiah 
to inquire of the Lord, and pray againſt the confe- 
deracy ; and Iſaiah received and returned an anſwer 
from the Lord, that Ahaz might aſk a ſign er/ber in 
tbe heigbi above, or the heights of heaven, or in ibe 
depth beneath, or depths of hell; but Ahaz was 
afraid of preſumption in aſking, and ſaid, / wil 
nat aſky neither will I tempt tbe Lord ; but it 
was the greateſt preſumption not to aſk when God 
deſired him; therefore Iſaiah ſaid, Hear ye now, 
O houſe of David, is it. a ſmall thing for you to weary 
men, but will, ye weary my God aiſo? therefore the 
Lord bimſelf ſhall give you a fign: behold a virgin ſtall 
conceive and bear a ſon, and ſhall call his name 
Emanuel: butter aud honey faall he eat, that he may 
know how io refuſe the evil, and chuſe the good : for 
before the child ſhall know hoto to refuſe the evil, and 
chuſe the good, the land which thou abborreſt all 


* 2 Corinth. vi. 18. + Ila. vii. 2. 4 IIa. vii. 12. 
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le forſaken of both ber kings. But you, perhaps, 
do not fee the ſubſtance of this ſign: Behold a 
virgin, the daughler of Lion, or every faithful ſoul, 


mall conceive and bring forth a ſon ; born after the 


Spirit; and ſhall call his name Emanuel, which is 
God with us t, dwelling in the heart by faithF: But- 
ter and honey ſhall he eat: the various workings 
of God's word with corruptions and temptations, 
all ſtirred up by the Devil, who is as a churn- ſtaff 
to the foul}, makes Suter within; and this Paul 
calls, having our ſenſes exerciſed do diſcern both good 
and evil, and is trong meat, and being mixed ſome- 
times with a little conſolation from the Spirit of 
promiſe, makes the honey J; and this teaches us 
to refuſe the food of hypocrites, which is the lea- 
ven of the Phariſees, and all kinds of evil, and 
chufe the good part, and the good word of God, 
which is meat indeed **. But before the child 
mall be ſufficiently exerciſed to do this, the na- 
tion which thou abhorreſt, which is a nation of de- 
vils, the /d man full of corrupt ions, ſhall be for- 
ſuten of both her kings, and they are, firſt, ſin, whoſe 
ſervants ye once were ; the other is the law, and 
he is the ſtrength of ſin II; now, what is it that 


* TIfa. vii. 14, 15, 16. + Matth. i. 23. 
t Eph. iii. 17. Prov. xxx. 33. 
$ Heb. v. 14. J Cant. iv, 11, 
John, vi. 55. 17 Rom. vi. 20. 


t : Corinth, xv. 56. 


makes 


Fer 2; 
makes thoſe two kings fly from their throne? 
Why, love covers the multitude of /is*; and love 
is the fulfilling of the law4; and if ever you have felt 
the love of God in your heart, then both thefe kings 
at that time fled: and you may know whether it 
was his love in reality by its effects, drawing the ſoul 
towards him by cords of affection and gratitude, 
and at the ſame time humbling ſelf under a ſenſe 
of ſin; then you have got this /n, namely, bat 2 
virgin bath concerved, and brought forth a ſon. In 
the next place, we may take a leap over to Gideon's 
fleece. He wanted a ſign of his call to God's miniſ- 
try, and he ſuys to God, behold I will put a fleece 
of wool onthe floor, and if the: dew come dun an ub 
fleece only, and it be dry on all the earth beſide, then 

Ball J know that ' thou will (ſave Tfrael' by mine 
hand, as thou hat ſaid t, The barn floor is 
the church, where iwo or three” are met together 
in God's name: the feece is Gideon's own heart; 
and the dew is the favour and refreſhing of 
God's (preſence 5, diſtilling into his heart whilſt 
ſpeaking. No if ever you have found your heart 
enlarged, and God's favour and goodneſs moiſten- 
ing and ſoftening it when telling others what God 
has done for your ſoul, then you have got this /gn, 
as well as Gideon, and have wrung a: bow! full of 
Tater out of the fleece, which is a freaſure you 


Peter, ie. g. I. Rom. xiil; 10. 
+ Judges, vi. 37. A Hoſea, xiv. 5. 
N E have 
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have in an enrtben vrſel s. But Gideon is not 

ſatis ſied with heing wet himſelf hile all the floor 
is dry: no more am I: therefore, ſays he, let not 
thine auger: dechot agninſt me, and Jeu ſpeak but 
this:auce ;14et me prove, I pray thee, butithis once with 
the fleeces- ler it ww be dry only upon the fleece, and 
A pan ali ie ground lei there: be det f. 1 have, in 
my heart, prayed for this as well as Gideon, and 
bave found it as dry, barren, ſapleſs, weak, and 
empty, as a coal cinder; and at ſuch a time have 
heard. that the ggraund/ has been wet: and: this 
PÞroves.the excelleucy of the. power io be; of Cod more 
than the firſt ſign, which watered my heart; but left 
the ground dry: and; both. theſe ſigns I have 
had, time after time, and it is by them God 
eſtabliſhes me, and certifies. ta me that he has 
called me to his miniſtry.— I ſhall: juſt bring 
another ſign, and that is Hezekiah's: when 
herwas fk une death, like Lazarus, God ſent a 
meſſage; by his prophet, that he would heal him; 
but Hezekiah ſaid, whe /ign i, 1 have that tbe 
Land will hieal ur, and that I hall gu up intoghe; houſe 
sf the Lord 4? Then Iſaiah auſwered, this ſign ſhalt 
thou have - whether /oall the, ſbadatu gu forward ten 
degrees, or back ten degrees? and Hexetiab anſwered, 
ia light- thing for the: ſbadmo e go down len de. 
grerst nay, but iel it go len degrems back and ure Lord 


5 Corinth. iv, 7. b. Karen. 85 
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brought the te which it 
bal gone dow on the dial of Abuꝝ . A fun- dial, 
literally, is of little ſignification to us; but as there 
is a ſpiritual ſun}, ſo thete is a ſpiritual dial, and 
it is the heart on which the % of righteouſne/s 
ſhines. ' Now, as there isa thing like a quadrant, 
called a fite, ſtanding up in the middle of à dial, 
literally, ſo there is che ſume ſpiritually; and it is 
what Paul calls a midulr wall of - partition I: The 
firſt interpoſes between the ſun and part of the 
dial, and makes à pute , Fo does the fecond: 
Athos the ſpouſe ſays; my beloved Aands bebind our 
wall that is the lav: and Paul calla it a vi 
which Mfoſes put upon bir fare; ſo that Hue! "tonld 
not fleafaſtly lod 10 tbe und of har Whicbis abbliſhed®: 
which end i Chriſt; be end of the law OR vighteoufe. 
neſs us: no to this day the ſame vel #imuins th 
the heart, untaken away in reading the old edve- 
nant; but ben the heart) er dia, urn to Chriſt, 
it /ball be Taken ata -norb the Lord is thad ſpirits, 
and where the ſpirit of the Lord is lber is erty f: 
but where the vel is there is unde And the 
ſoattowy from the verl ĩs called the hu of dub Ff. 
becauſe Works e * and con- | 
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Fuſion, and death, to every ſpiritual enjoyment. 
Now here I can ſhew you ſomething comfortable 


-—if the ſun. never ſhone upon a dial; there could 


be no ſhadow perceived; ſo if the ſun of rigbteou/- 


ugs never ſhone upon the heart, there could be 


no ſhadow either ſeen or felt; it is the ſun ſhining 
upon the la in your heart that makes the ſbagow?® : 
it is the light reflects the darkneſs, and while you 


ſit here and look up to God, you juſt meet the law 


plump in your face, before his face and before 


ſomet imes you ſee a ray coming from one ſide, 
and, ſometimes, from another: Lou know that 
your beloved is -bebind the wall, as well as the 


ſpouſe did, and you try to get at him, but cannot: 

this is the cauſe of all your legal ſtriving to bring 
Chriſt down From above I that ever you had. in the 
world. Now Hezekiah ſits in this Had τπ¼νι and 


Wants a:/ign, and God offers him two. To go 


down ten degrres, is for it to be ten degrees darker; 


to go back, is to be ten degrees lighter: then, if 


you ever feel yourſelves any darker at all than you 
are now, or if you feel yourſelves darker now than 
what you have been, then you have got the firſt 
ſign. How? becauſe, if ten times darker, you 
are ten times more Fool;/b ; and if ten times more 
ol, then you fee! ten times more _ * of 


uy 140 5 | y Cent. iii. 13. 
+ Rom, x. 6. 
| Chriſt. 
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Chriſt *. : But Hezekiah thought this was alight 
thing, becauſe he thought as you do, that you can 
make darkneſs darker, at your will and pleaſute, 
which is a great miſtake; for, if God was to leave 
you; and give you up, you would ſoon be as light 
and wiſe as any in the world - thou canſt not make 
one bair black-more than you can make it cubiſe i: 
it is the work of God to make darkneſs, as well 
as light 1. — But further: for the ſhadow to grow 
lighter is for the ſun of righteouſneſs to ariſe 21th 
healing in his wings: and if you have had a ray of 
light to diſcover your path, and a ray of love to 
ſoften your heart, you have gat this ſecond ſign. 
And further: a little comfortable doctrine may be 
drawn from this: If you never had loſt, or had 
your path made crooked, you never could have 
had it made ſtreight |» If you never had felt your 
heart hard, you could never feel it ſoftened qa If 
you never had felt it bitter with wrath, you never 
could feel it fweetened with love**: and if you 
never had felt it wounded, it could never ſeeb the 
healing medicine $f; and it never could be wound+ 
ed except you felt the plague of it; and you could 
not feel that, except ſin was diſcovered to be e- 
ard ee No. if * ac felt love:to 


T2 Corinth. ; iii. rl 3s 75 Matt. v. * of 


Amos, iv. 13. $ Malachi, ir. 2. 
| Tfaiab, x]. * | J Ezek. xxxvi. 26. 
** John, 11. 8. | ++ Deut. xxxii. 39. - 
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ſoften, humble, and heal, you. have got all thoſe 
nigns wrought on the dial of AhaE. Many other 
kus iruly did Feſus in the preſence of bes Diſciples, 
ꝛwbieh are not cori len in this but,; but theſe are 
wmiten that qe may believe ibat Fur is the Chrift 
the Can of Caf and-that, belirving, ye-might' have 
life'through bis name. F all ibe ns be does were 
10 it ten, — ef- i the books 
that bund de ttiritleuſſ. Lint USHER 
+. Next he brought them ——— wonders ; and 
where there are ſigns, wonders muſt follow: for 
inflance, he mull inlied bis. ſigns in Eg ypt bydending 
ien ſore judgments, and he multiplied bis wonders 
in making theſe judgments away. When Jeſus 
did many ſigas im che temple, and the children 
cried Haſaumm F, the people wondered; when Peter 
wrought a work of faith on the impotent man, 
they wondered, and were filled -noith wonder: and 
amazement. al thut which bau bappened io bim F. 
And when Lazarus was raiſed from the dead they 
marvelled at chat, yet they did no believe, bur 
ſought te kill both Jefus and Laarus, that it might 
be ful filled which was ſpoben by ihe Prophet. Be- 
bald, ye deſpiſers, and wonder, and per? 1 work a 
work in your days which you: twill ih notviſe believe, 
though a man declare it unto gouf ”7 this ork is 


* John, xx. 30, 31. ; + * xxi, 25. | 
4 Matt. xi. 15. v All, 10. 10 
"-" vl Ads, xi. 4% 2 
the 
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the work of faith, ae never will or 
can believe, becauſe it is not v rought in them; yet 
they wonder at it, and ſo do we; as David ſays, lar 
as a wonder unto many“, but the greateſt wonder to 
myſelf; God has drawn me oui of many drep w) ers . 
of affliction- that is a wonder to me; and he has alſo 
brought deep things out of the ſhadow of death, and 

light out of darkue/5—theſe are wonders; as the un- 
derful councellor t, he has made me know wonderful 
things our of his law: in ſhort every token for 
good which I get, every renewing of hope, every 
propitious look from his bleſſed countenance, fills 
me with wonder at his wonderful condeſcenſfion; 
though perhaps juſt before my heart was curſing 
the day of my birth, and him for dealing ſo hardly 
with me, and putting that impudent, unbelieving 
queſtion to him M iii then ſbew wonders ig be 
dead ? fhall the dend riſe and praiſe thee * ſhall thy 
Joving kindneſs be-declared in the grave," or thy fuilh- 
'Fulneſs in deſtrucian? Shall thy wonders be known 
in\the dark, and thy righteou/neſs in the land of far- 
getfulne/ſsF? This is juſt like the language of Iſrarl 
made thee a. Prince and 4 Judge over us|? But, ſays 
Stephen, he /ame Moſes which bey refuſed did 
God 4 10 he a tuler and a Den * 


N 1 
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"of the angel whith"apprared to bim in the buſb®; 
and who brbught them out of their grave after 
that he hid hen Twonders and fights in the land vf 


Egypt, and in the Red Sea, and inthe: wilderneſs, 
e e fl. b BT He 

Ins the next plate, the ee brought 
them out with a mighty hand and fretrbed out arm. 

The wighty hand is nothing elſe but the abſolute 
promiſes of an unconditional covenant, which 
runs, I twill" and you all, from one end of the 


the day ef "thy" power}; and that power is his 
arm ſtretehed out; nt by might; or by»Arength of 


mant by my ſpirit; ſaith nbe Lord of befis$.' I will 
ven 4 ęreal ebmpauy to Zion ꝙ lame and Blind, 


the *voman with thild; and ber that travaileth with 


child: and Ter ill bring tbe blind by a way which they 
ore / J, and Iwill frengthen them and uphold them 
bythe right band 'of my righteouſneſs s; and the 
"ranſomed of The"Lota foall return to Zion Ff; and go 
compel them to come in, that my houſe may be filled tt: 

Then, it is written, they got not the land in poſſeſſion 


by their own bord, "neither did ſbeir own arm Jave 


them, e ene g 
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of thy countenance merely, hitch badſi a fuvvur 
unte then. \ Nou it ĩs plain, that nothing leſs than 
this mighty, invincible arin eould overcome the 
arm of Satan in your free will; which ſhews it- 
ſelf firſt in murmurings | after the, fleſh. pots qt 
Egypt ' Aud uber lufed- exceedingly in the wilder- 
net, and templed. God in their heart, by aſking meat 
for their Jus}, - Next, in your obſtinate and deſ- 
gerate rehellion—4a4, ibey rebelled and vexed his 
Holy Spirit. Then, in your idolatry, by ſetting 
up idols to be ſtumbling: blocks in your hearts 5. 
Next, in tempting, Chriſt by unbelief, grieving 
his ſpirit by numberleſs complaints concerning 
the way being ſo rugged and rough. And laſt- 
k.. by a beam Krill, upon ack/iding f. 
Theſe oftentimes. bring on a beavy band, which 
preſſes fore ; then, ſays Peter, Humble yourſelves there- 
fare under the mighty band of Cody that be may ex! 
Jas in due time **, Humble yourſelyes by takipg 
the loweſt, room, and, this is done by. pleading 
| guilty tothe very laſt——then every one tha t bumbleth 
ban ſelf ſhall be exalted, aud be tbat 2 eib binſelf 


2% 


ſhall be abaſed ff. Then. PL, you fee your { fin 
and confeſs, it, he will ti you up, in due time 
; by the fame ſtrong hand which doth glorious 


17 
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+ Ifaiah, lziii. 10. < Ezek. xiv: ge 
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things, eſpecially. when he liſts it up over be 


en of "affliction; and /milts it in tbe ſeven 
Areams, that men thay go over dry ſbod. fur to make 


ne Bange 4 glorious name f. His hand, when 
lifted”! up, appears nothing but! love, and that 
calms and huſhes all the turbulent commotions 
of a troubled heart, ſmites all the waves and 


"billows that roll over the foul, and cries, Peace, 
be fill, and immediately there is a greui calm T. He 
mateſb ibe fm a calm, by caſting out all fear, 
tertor, wrath, and torment. Perfett love cafts out 
fears, death, doubts, and condemnation. ' Love 
«caſts out all bitterneſs, fretfulneſs, peeviſhneſs, 


and bondage; lets at liberty, and ſweetens the whole 
frame; it ſoftens and takes away the Heart of fone, 
and gives a beart of feb; it writes the /aw of faitb 
upon it, and puts a'new ſpirit within it, Which 
goes but after God with delight and complacency; 
© no longer viewing him as a ſevere Judge, but as 

a bountiful Saviour; fio'more as a hard, cruel maſ- 


ter, but as a kind, compaſſi onate Father; no more 
wiſh for him to hide his face, but rather to ſhew 
it, being reconciled. Then draw me, and 1 will run 
aſter thee}, is the language of the foul; and 


CAT 


come uno me all ye that [abour and are beavy 
laden, and ye ſhall find reſ, is the language of the 
Saviour; and the cords of love copftrain to come, 


„ Ifaiab 3 xi. 153 N Ifaiab, Min. 14 
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until Eich 1 the vel, — it enters that 
within, and, as an aucber & be Haul, fixes it ſure 
and ſiedſallꝰ in the true havep of hgayeply reſt. 
It then paſſes: the Jardon, Fron death avis life, a, 
wore o come inis condemupf ion t; and 45 eri fland 
Wiſhin. (hy gates.) on nter, „Met, as W. 
Its by. Tbrovy owt! Wag e & 
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When all this is is y "nd our hear 2 abb 
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Or Word Roaſ' emiſfon of unn 
* out pardon! isſeaPd, — r 
is then that our conflict begin. 


AS Las 08-19, Uαν,ỹ Hani et FR 
And this agrecs, with, the, he text, which fa : K 
ther, he wih bring them out 1 war; and ch ie res- 
ſon, is, becauſe Cd hath ſeborn, that, be. 2 have 
War With Edom and Anelet, un generalion 40 $67 
xeration$,,.. "Theſe, nations lie rug Canaan, and, 
when they, begin 10 fight, Ae ug en our- 
ſelves with a ſword.to.f t. uh No, _To, this 
purpoſe the Savigur Peaks, ben T [ent you Wit 
out, Purſe, or Jcrip, £ on „ ſhoes a 4 lacked ve. any th ing; 
and they an e Nothing, beca uſe the had 4 
— IG ove, of, their Maſter in "et 
arts, 5 ſuppli | all their wants; ; bur 00 
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lays he, 1 am, to. : taken f rom You, Heft 
e 9 wrillen muſt be  accompli iſbed. 1 in me— 


d be woas aun ered ; 205 "the aner of 
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Then be that bas 4ſt les bim take it, nd he that 
has 4 ſcrip let bim do likewiſe ; und be that bas nd 
Sw, let bin fell ler garment and buy one. And 
thry ſaid, Lord, Behold bere ave two ford. Very 
well, that is ub. If there be one, the other 
will ſoon make iis appearance. Tnen the queſtion 
is, What are theſe two ſwords? Anſwer, Paul 
calls them a /aty in his members, warring againſt 
another Jaw In bis mind F. "And, what. ; are theſe 
Iaws?. Af. Tuo kinds of loverthe love of fin 
in the members, and the love of God in the mind . 
The one delights in all kind of ſin and unclean- 
nels; the 'othet delight in Godthe one ves 
the world, and the ways of the world; *the other 
lovesGod 'sholy ways; thefirſt loves worldly people, 
the other loves Gods people, and in whoſe eyega vile 
perſon' rs comemied ; ; but he honouretb them tht fear the 
Lyrdy. "Thele to ws, br loves, art continually 
workingonbagainſithcothey; Thi Hell lufeth agtin} 
The Spirit, and the Sin, 22 Ihe felt and theſe 
are contrary. the one to'the other. The fifft 
works , the other works faith. © Thefe 
1 are contraty Abt "firſt works doubts and fears; 
1 the other a good” hope TH "Thels ite conttary—thie F 
at firſt works wrath, the other love. the firſt works 
bi | pride; the other humility, And theſe are con- 
{ trary, and meeting together are the cauſe of al | 
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tme afflictlons, crofſesy t roubles, and tribulations 
we meet with from our ſpiritual birth, until the 
body of ſin and death be deſtroyed at death. The 
working of theſe two la ws is the cro/rof (hriſi and the 
believer's Warfare]; and the Saviour ſays; For bo- 
ſoever doth nit bear bis craft daily, and come after mb, 
he cannbt be my difeiple*;-and there never was.a 
hypocrite in this world, however qualified and 
equipped, that could, from a true feeling of it, de- 
ſcribe this crols, becauſe he never had it. We ſhall 
ſuppoſe one of the moſt accompliſhed, whois well 
furniſhed with the knowledge of all myfrrics; and” 
all faith toremove' mou ni ains f, and who burn with 
love to God; in appearance; like a blazing Harq: 
yet, notwithſtanding, you will find; by-cloſe ex 
mination, that ſuch a perſan loves the world dy 
viſhing to wrap all men up ina eloak of und 
cbarily: this is being at riendſoip with the world, 
and ſuch are enemies to Bod h, becauſe they join to- 
gether what God hath for ever ſeparated take 
away thegulf, and the enmity Which he hath fixed 
between the ſeed of Ihe woman ant the e Hub 
ſerpeni . conſequently Jeſtroy all warfure, and all 
cro/s between the feb and the $pHi77 And the ve. 
ſon they do ſo is plain, becauſe! they never ſhave 
got it ; if they had; they could nοο Ordo tlie 
world than I — love the devil, 2. that is 


Luke, xi. 27. +: e 
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with as much love as he loves me, and he loves 
me with an eternal hatred. However, the croſs 
nies here? I love the world as: well as thęy, but 
with that love which I love the world I hate God, 
For the carnal mind is enmily againſt God. Again, 
I love God with all my beuri t but that love which 
loves God hates the world with a perfect hatred 
Do nat bale them, O Lord. tbat ;bgte. bee: J68s 
I bate\ them with perſces batred$-: So here are 
two kinds, of love and two; kinds gf-batred.., But 
chis cro/s of Cyriſt is fooli/one/s to all chem that pe- 
566. To talk of loving God with all the heart, 
and loving the world with all the heart, at the 
me time to hate God with all the heart, and 
hate the world with a perfect hatred: ſuch lan- 
guage. is nothing hut jarring ſounds, palpable in- 
conſiſtenc ies, and flat contradictions, to every Hatu- 
ral. many becauſe the natural man difcerneth , net the 
things of ihn Spirit of Cod is they are faalifhneſs uso 
him, neither-can berbyow them l Why?. Becauſe 
he has no ſpiritual eyes — but: be. that. is, Spiritual 
Judgeth all things I. and Knorvsth all 1 bing I 
ſhall here ſne you a, little more of theſe ſpiritual 
things in the ctoſs, which are fooliſhneſs. As 
- God reigns in my mind, I reckon myſelf; like 
Faul, to be dead unto ſin ft but as the devil reigns 
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A SERMON. © VP 9d 
In the members, it is ſin is alive or revived in med. 
I yield not my members inflruments of untighteoiiſnes 
unto fin willinglyF, yet they are inſrumems af um. 
righteouſneſs, and nothing elſe. Sin has not the 
domi nion over me, becauſe I am t under the 
law, but under grace ; yet the flrength of in Arbe 
law, and both of them are in me, andi have the 
complete dominion, and make me cry out oſten, 
0! wretched man that 1 um, tobe ſhall deliver me ? 
for [feel a law in my members bringing ne into cap- 
fivity to the lat of ſin, that it in my membersß. 
Further, I fin daily, yet 1 do not live in ſin, hecauſe 
I am dead unto it l. I love ſin, yet Ichate it with 
all my heart; but what ] hate; that'do I. Nom 
it is 0 more I that do it, but in that Aeli 
me; T'have no ſin, for he that is born of God:/inteth 
not ; yet am full of fin; for in me, chat is, in myfleſh, 
Axrwelleib no good thing'**; and if toe ſay weh. 
n, we deceive ourſelves, and bit word is nt in 
#54}, I die daily; yet 1 live daily. He ball us t. 


. WOW111 ling praiſe tothy name for ever, , that T'may Aarly 


perform my vows |||. The outward man periſh, but the 
"OUS enn 1nd ” 40 K. The one fainta, 
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3 bf that waits upon ibe Lord ſhall rene bit 
fxeorngth*. So when I am weak, then am { Atrong t. I 


daily grow weaker, yet daily grow ſtronger. Now 
ſuch flat contradlictions as theſe are as void of 


harmony, and as great barbarianiſm in the cars of 


A natural men, as tho language of a Hottentot. 
However; they are ſweet. conſiſtency, hems ws 
isa ſpititual diſcernment. 
An the laſt place, he brings them out age 


errors, which ſignify laviſh fears. But, ſay you, we 


mMaught there cauld be no more ſlaviſh fears, ſeeing 
ve te delivered and divorced from the law. 
Here you ate miſtaken ; though you are deliver- 
ed from the law, it is not delivered from you, but 
Vorks ſtill in your members, and if God hides his 
face; it will get in bet wixt you and him ill; then 
n with cauſe; ſlaviſh fear and tetror as before, 


though tds not hring guilt, As the miniſter of 


death . it works the ſlaviſn fear and terror of that 
king; ſo that I. have lain» at times ſweating and 
trembling for fear of it, till the hair of my head has 


ſteod onend. There ate terrors alſo which the devil 


works, when he preſents hideaus figures before 
the eyes; and he has often terrified me by threat- 
ening to appear in a bodily ſhape, efpecially at 
times when I have been expoſing his craftineſs in 
the pulpit—have gone home at night, and, after 
putting out the candle, and gone. a prayfr, have 
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ſhaked every limb, thinking he was going to ap- 

pear, and have thought he cauſed things to move, 
as the curtains, &c. and have been ſo far over- 
come by him, as to jump into bed, thinking 
to be out of his reach. However, thoſe ſla viſh 
terrors do not, in general, laſt long; becauſe the 
promiſe ſtands good, Thon Halt not be afraid 
the terrors by night=-a thouſand ſhall fall at thy 
right-hand, but the evil fhall not come nigh thee | 
only, by what you feel, you ſee the reward of the” 
wicked * when they lift. up their eyes in hell. But 
he all give his angels charge over thee, io keep- 
thee in all thy ways; they Pall bear thee up in 
| their hand, left thou daſh thy foot againſi a. fone ., 
until all the ſtones, or ſtumbling- blocks of temp- 
tation be removed out of the way;. all crooked: 
providences made ſtraight; all darkneſs made 
light; all affliction turned into conſolation; all 
tears turned into laughter: war turned into peace; 
wearineſs into reſt; prayer into praiſe; hope into 
viſion; grace into glory; and longing deſires in- 
to the full enjoyment of eternał and boundleſs. 
love. Then ſhall we remember all the ways the Lord 
our C bath led us theſe forty years in ibe wilderneſs,. 
for to try us, and to prove. us, Io ſhew us:what Tas in 
our hearts, to endeat himſelf to us, and make his 
ſalvation exceeding precious, and do us good at our 
latter end h. And now, may the bleſſing of God 
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E 5 i WORLD WITHIN A WORLD, &c. 
Sh the Father, me grace and favour of God the 
_ anckthe inſpiration, truth, and conſolation of God 


the Holy Ghoſt, attend the reading of theſe pages. 

For the eſtabliſhment and comfort of God's choſen 
family, the Redeemer's little flock, and Spirit's 
5 charge, care, and temple is the prayer of a wor- 
| upper there. Amen and auen. 
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